
Conflict and Popula on Decline 

Star ng with Coronado’s Tiguex War in 1541, villages in the area witnessed a 

decline in popula on from disease, warfare, and forced migra on. Some Spanish 

prac ces like reduccion forced people living in smaller villages to move to leave 

their homes and se le in larger villages. Cross out the following pueblos to see 

which villages were abandoned a er conflict: 

Alameda Amalia Bulman Calabacillas 

Canjilon Chamisal Corrales Kuaua 

Los Padillas Maigua Montaño Puaray 

San Ferdando San ago Shipman Watche 



3. What were the two reasons for the crea on of the requerimieto? 

 

 

 

4. What can you conclude about the government of Spain’s goals in terms of American Indians? 

 

 

 

4. What conflic ng interests did the King have to consider in making decisions about treatment of the  

Indians? 

 

 

 

 

 

Analyzing the Spanish Requirement of 1513 

Recognizing the difference between primary and secondary sources is very  

important when doing research. Read the following ar cles and answer the  

ques ons below: 

‘Dis nguish Between Primary and Secondary Sources,’ 

‘The Requerimiento’ by Angela Weiler 

‘The Requerimiento’ 

‘Dis nguish Between Primary and Secondary Sources’ 

1. What is a primary source? 

 

 

2. What is a secondary source? 

‘The Requerimiento’ by Angela Weiler and ‘The Requerimiento’ 



6. Describe the goals of the Spanish government with respect to the Indians. 

 

 

 

7. Explain the interests of Spanish se lers in the New World, including religious leaders. 

 

 

 

8. Was the requerimiento a success? Why or why not? 



Dis nguish Between Primary and Secondary Sources 

1. Introduc on 

Whether conduc ng research in the social sciences, humani es (especially history), arts, or natural sciences, 

the ability to dis nguish between primary and secondary source material is essen al. Basically, this  

dis nc on illustrates the degree to which the author of a piece is removed from the actual event being  

described, informing the reader as to whether the author is repor ng impressions first hand (or is first to  

record these immediately following an event), or conveying the experiences and opinions of others—that is, 

second hand. 

2. Primary sources 

These are contemporary accounts of an event, wri en by someone who experienced or witnessed the event 

in ques on. These original documents (i.e., they are not about another document or account) are o en  

diaries, le ers, memoirs, journals, speeches, manuscripts, interviews and other such unpublished works. 

They may also include published pieces such as newspaper or magazine ar cles (as long as they are wri en 

soon a er the fact and not as historical accounts), photographs, audio or video recordings, research reports 

in the natural or social sciences, or original literary or theatrical works. 

3. Secondary sources 

The func on of these is to interpret primary sources, and so can be described as at least one step removed 

from the event or phenomenon under review. Secondary source materials, then, interpret, assign value to, 

conjecture upon, and draw conclusions about the events reported in primary sources. These are usually in 

the form of published works such as journal ar cles or books, but may include radio or television  

documentaries, or conference proceedings. 

4. Defining ques ons 

When evalua ng primary or secondary sources, the following ques ons might be asked to help ascertain the 

nature and value of material being considered: 

 How does the author know these details (names, dates, mes)? Was the author present at the event or 

soon on the scene? 

 Where does this informa on come from—personal experience, eyewitness accounts, or reports wri en 

by others? 

 Are the author's conclusions based on a single piece of evidence, or have many sources been taken into 

account (e.g., diary entries, along with third‐party eyewitness accounts, impressions of contemporaries, 

newspaper accounts)? 

Ul mately, all source materials of whatever type must be assessed cri cally and even the most scrupulous 

and thorough work is viewed through the eyes of the writer/interpreter. This must be taken into account 

when one is a emp ng to arrive at the 'truth' of an event. 

h ps://guides.library.ucsc.edu/primarysecondary 



THE REQUERIMIENTO (1513) 

Angela Weiler 

 

Introduc on 

 

When Columbus landed in the New World in 1492, he found many “naked people”, and remarked in his  

journal that “they should be good and intelligent servants” and “would become Chris ans very easily”. He 

was mistaken, and the Spanish struggled for hundreds of years to subjugate and convert the indigenous  

people of the Americas. When they did not cooperate, they were o en either slaughtered and maimed, or 

enslaved to work for the Spanish colonists. King Ferdinand, receiving firsthand accounts of the barbaric ways 

these people were treated, sought to legi mize Spain’s ac ons in the eyes of the church and the Pope. The 

Requerimiento was one of these a empts. 

 

The Requerimiento was a document wri en in 1513 (according to most sources) by Juan López de Palacios 

Rubios, ac ng in his capacity as a member of the Royal Council of Cas le. Rubios was a doctor, a judge, and 

the King’s chief jurist. He was also very involved in Spanish poli cs. The Requerimiento was wri en with the 

expecta on that it would be read by conquistadors to indigenous people they encountered in their conquest 

of new lands. 

 

Juan López de Palacios Rubios was born Juan Lopez de Vivero. Rubios was a well‐known and respected jurist 

who was advisor to the king and wrote several works upholding the legality of the Spanish ac ons in the New 

World. His trea se “Of the Ocean Isles” (circa 1512) used the wri ngs of Hos ensis, a 13th century bishop, to 

jus fy Spain’s subjuga on of “pagans” in defense of Chris anity. 

 

Pope Alexander VI had already granted Spain and Portugal power over newly discovered lands. Spain had 

claimed lands in Central and South America and the Caribbean in 1493 following Columbus’ return. In  

exchange for this power, the Pope expected the Spanish colonists to convert the indigenous people of these 

lands to Chris anity, a duty that the clergy took very seriously. The colonists, however, were o en more  

concerned with their businesses, and the free labor of the Na ve Americans increased their profits. The 

workers were forced into labor, and were o en mistreated and abused. Many missionaries accompanied the 

Spanish se lers, and they were the first to speak up about the atroci es they witnessed against the  

indigenous inhabitants (see Bartolomeo de las Casas). 

 

King Ferdinand II of Spain struggled with how to further the cause of Chris anity in a way that did not go 

against the tenets of the church. There were already a number of poli cal ra onales for Spanish conquest of 

new lands, the strongest being that Chris ans could acquire lands and obtain power over the “pagan”  

inhabitants for the purpose of dissemina ng Chris anity. The King eventually turned to the Council of Cas le 

for their help. 

 

The Council knew that the conquistadors were pursuing a violent course of ac on when encountering na ve 

inhabitants instead of trying to persuade them to convert to Chris anity. They decided to draw up a  



statement, the Requerimiento, or “Requirement”, which the conquistadors would then be required to read to 

the na ve inhabitants. The document gave them the opportunity to cooperate with the Spanish and convert 

to Chris anity in the hope of avoiding bloodshed. 

 

This document explained the Spanish view that the pope had God‐given authority, and had used it to grant 

the king of Spain legal jurisdic on over the new lands. It also stated the various outcomes that would occur if 

the na ve popula ons refused to cooperate. Not only would war be declared upon them, but they would all 

be enslaved to work for the colonists, and their personal possessions would be taken from them. The  

Requerimiento stated that the na ve people would not be forced to convert to Chris anity “unless you  

yourselves … should wish to be converted”. History shows that this was not the case. If the people refused to 

cooperate, then the document absolved Spain and the King of blame for the results, which would be  

enslavement or death. 

 

The Requerimiento was important for a number of reasons. First, it formally expressed Spain’s ra onale  

behind what it believed was its legal right to conquer new lands and people. Second, it was an a empt by 

King Ferdinand and the Council of Cas le to offer an alterna ve to bloodshed and extermina on. 

 

However, the conquistadors charged with reading the Requerimiento usually read it in Spanish, when of 

course most indigenous people did not understand the language. Other conquistadors would read it from the 

decks of their ships, out of earshot. It was also read while standing outside of villages, with no villagers even 

in sight, or to their backs as they walked away. 

 

Although the Requerimiento remained in force for many years, those who actually conquered new lands, as 

well as most colonists, favored violent subjuga on and subsequent slavery of the na ve tribes they  

encountered rather than conversion to Chris anity. 
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The Requerimiento 

On behalf of the King, Don Fernando, and of Doña Juana I, his daughter, Queen of Cas lle and León, subduers 

of the barbarous na ons, we their servants no fy and make known to you, as best we can, that the Lord our 

God, Living and Eternal, created the Heaven and the Earth, and one man and one woman, of whom you and 

we, all the men of the world at the me, were and are descendants, and all those who came a er and before 

us. But, on account of the mul tude which has sprung from this man and woman in the five thousand years 

since the world was created, it was necessary that some men should go one way and some another, and that 

they should be divided into many kingdoms and provinces, for in one alone they could not be sustained. 

Of all these na ons God our Lord gave charge to one man, called St. Peter, that he should be Lord and  

Superior of all the men in the world, that all should obey him, and that he should be the head of the whole 

Human Race, wherever men should live, and under whatever law, sect, or belief they should be; and he gave 

him the world for his kingdom and jurisdic on. 

And he commanded him to place his seat in Rome, as the spot most fi ng to rule the world from; but also he 

permi ed him to have his seat in any other part of the world, and to judge and govern all Chris ans, Moors, 

Jews, Gen les, and all other Sects. This man was called Pope, as if to say, Admirable Great Father and  

Governor of men. The men who lived in that me obeyed that St. Peter, and took him for Lord, King, and  

Superior of the universe; so also they have regarded the others who a er him have been elected to the  

pon ficate, and so has it been con nued even ll now, and will con nue ll the end of the world. 

One of these Pon ffs, who succeeded that St. Peter as Lord of the world, in the dignity and seat which I have 

before men oned, made dona on of these isles and Tierra‐firme to the aforesaid King and Queen and to 

their successors, our lords, with all that there are in these territories, as is contained in certain wri ngs which 

passed upon the subject as aforesaid, which you can see if you wish. 

So their Highnesses are kings and lords of these islands and land of Tierra‐firme by virtue of this dona on: 

and some islands, and indeed almost all those to whom this has been no fied, have received and served 

their Highnesses, as lords and kings, in the way that subjects ought to do, with good will, without any  

resistance, immediately, without delay, when they were informed of the aforesaid facts. And also they  

received and obeyed the priests whom their Highnesses sent to preach to them and to teach them our Holy 

Faith; and all these, of their own free will, without any reward or condi on, have become Chris ans, and are 

so, and their Highnesses have joyfully and benignantly received them, and also have commanded them to be 

treated as their subjects and vassals; and you too are held and obliged to do the same. Wherefore, as best 



we can, we ask and require you that you consider what we have said to you, and that you take the me that 

shall be necessary to understand and deliberate upon it, and that you acknowledge the Church as the Ruler 

and Superior of the whole world, and the high priest called Pope, and in his name the King and Queen Doña 

Juana our lords, in his place, as superiors and lords and kings of these islands and this Tierra‐firme by virtue 

of the said dona on, and that you consent and give place that these religious fathers should declare and 

preach to you the aforesaid. 

If you do so, you will do well, and that which you are obliged to do to their Highnesses, and we in their name 

shall receive you in all love and charity, and shall leave you, your wives, and your children, and your lands, 

free without servitude, that you may do with them and with yourselves freely that which you like and think 

best, and they shall not compel you to turn Chris ans, unless you yourselves, when informed of the truth, 

should wish to be converted to our Holy Catholic Faith, as almost all the inhabitants of the rest of the islands 

have done. And, besides this, their Highnesses award you many privileges and exemp ons and will grant you 

many benefits. 

But, if you do not do this, and maliciously make delay in it, I cer fy to you that, with the help of God, we shall 

powerfully enter into your country, and shall make war against you in all ways and manners that we can, and 

shall subject you to the yoke and obedience of the Church and of their Highnesses; we shall take you and 

your wives and your children, and shall make slaves of them, and as such shall sell and dispose of them as 

their Highnesses may command; and we shall take away your goods, and shall do you all the mischief and 

damage that we can, as to vassals who do not obey, and refuse to receive their lord, and resist and contradict 

him; and we protest that the deaths and losses which shall accrue from this are your fault, and not that of 

their Highnesses, or ours, nor of these cavaliers who come with us. And that we have said this to you and 

made this Requisi on, we request the notary here present to give us his tes mony in wri ng, and we ask the 

rest who are present that they should be witnesses of this Requisi on. 


