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By: Jennifer Gunter
For:  Grade 7 and 8 Students in the English Classroom
Title:
Expression Through Writing: Teaching the Writing Process through Short Stories in the Secondary English Classroom
Overview and Visual Representation:
This unit for the secondary English classroom focuses on the creation and presentation of a short story.  The content will include instruction on the elements of a short story, constructing narrative, character development, plot structure, and the effective delivery of peer to peer feedback.  Intertwined with these lessons on story writing, there will be discussion of the cultural and social benefits of story writing and telling.  We will address skills such as the writing process, peer and personal reflection, and presentation.  Assessment will be formative, occur throughout the unit, and be based on a variety of student accomplishments.  The culminating activity will be based on peer reading and presentation and will be a celebration of the students’ work within the unit.
I would like the unit to be envisioned as a writer’s workshop.  I intend to intermix lessons about key writing elements, brainstorming, character development, writing, peer feedback, and teacher-student consultation.  To encourage this, all students will be given a notebook on the first day of the unit and encouraged to carry it with them all the time.  In addition to this, each class will have a large piece of coloured bristol board on the wall where they will post ideas for plot, character sketches (both written and drawn) and any ideas or motivating images.  This will be referred to as ‘The Class Bulletin Board’.   Finally, a class Wiki will be set up and students will be encouraged to contribute to this after each lesson with a sample of their writing or a reflection of what they studied in the class.  The Wiki can be found at:  https://dulwichcollegeseoulshortstories.wikispaces.com.
Rationale: 
A deeper understanding of story leads to an increased ability to interpret literature and to convey the essential nature of communication throughout human history. The seemingly simple vehicle of the short story promotes the concept of the development of the young writer and the idea that all writing, from fiction to academic discourse, is creative writing.  Students will see the value of expressing themselves through writing and see that writing can be used as a vehicle through which to pass on history and beliefs about ethics and morality.  It is believed that students will enjoy immersing themselves in the writing process and through this will learn about the value of creativity and of self-expression.  


Prior Knowledge:
In the week prior to the teaching of the unit, students will be asked to fill out a take home questionnaire asking them about their favourite genre, fictional character and whether they enjoy writing as an activity or hobby.  This unit will be directly following a large unit on poetry, so the survey will also ask students to write about which poem that we studied in class was their favourite and why, and, finally, what they think are the differences between poetry and prose.
I believe that this survey will give me a sense of which direction to take the unit in and to see what kinds of stories the students enjoy reading and therefore might enjoy writing.    This will allow me to understand the students’ attitudes toward and identification with fictional writing.  I feel that the survey will serve the purpose of encouraging students to reflect about what they like in fiction and if they enjoy writing stories.  I also think that this will peak their interest and give them a hint that a transition from poetry to fiction is on the horizon.
Essential Questions:
What makes creative writing so effective as a means of communication, and why is it important that I develop myself as a writer?
How can I focus on specific aspects of writing to improve my overall writing ability and therefore improve my ability to engage in effective writing across disciplines?
How can I use creative writing as a voice for me to express my views about the world around me?
Content:
This unit has been constructed so that students naturally work their way through the course of planning and writing their own short stories.  We will begin by looking at what a short story is and what makes it different from poetry and from longer stories.  We will then move into the writing of effective hooks, a lesson on plot structure, the use of online writing tools, the use of planning tools and brainstorming, ideas for developing great characters, the editing and feedback process, and, finally, presenting and giving feedback on our stories.  All lessons have been researched using online tools and will be student-centered with ample time for practice, group work, writing, and feedback given to all students.  A list of resources used is included with each lesson and a total list of references will be included at the end of this document.



Preparing and Sustaining the Learning Environment:
Prior to students coming to class on the first day, several things will be prepared.  The class bulletin boards will be put up in the room over the weekend so that the first time the students see them will be in their first class for the unit.

Notebooks will be purchased so that each student will receive a new, non-school issued notebook on the first day of the unit.  Personally, I feel that being given something that was purchased especially for each student will motivate them to do well and to try their best from the start of the unit.

The hook for the first day will be the Kurt Vonnegut video from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyQ1wEBx1V0.  This video is a strong choice as it gives very clear advice about short story writing and is both humorous and memorable.  I feel that this hook will draw the students into the unit right from day one.

Finally, by having set up an online community, it is hoped that students will go home right from the first class and feel excited to join the Wiki and participate in its use.  This may be their first chance as students to use an online community for academic purposes, so I am excited to see how they will respond to using this tool.
Lesson Plans:
Each lesson plan will be attached at the conclusion of this paper.
Family and Community Involvement:
Prior to the start of each unit, students will be given an interview sheet to take home and to interview a member of their family (preferably a parent) about their interests in reading and in writing. By completing this interview, students will have a chance to engage with their family member to discuss the topics of writing and reading.  Hopefully, this will spurn interest in these topics at home and lead to an ongoing discussion of them throughout the course of the unit.
In lesson 4 of the Unit, the students will be producing online short stories using the Storybird online writing tool.  The best of these will be chosen to be shown at Friday morning assemblies over the remaining weeks of the school year and the story’s author will be given the opportunity to read their story as it is shown on the projector.  These stories use illustrations and narrative, so the assembly will be a great venue to show off the final products.

Students will be able to put samples of their work on the Wiki page where other students will be encouraged to read and give feedback.  In addition, the Wiki address will be posted in the staff room and other teachers encouraged to read the postings and give students feedback on their work.
Finally, once the unit is done, the stories will be compiled into an anthology for each year group that will be placed in the library for other students to read.  Students whose stories are appropriate for younger aged students will be invited to younger aged classrooms to read their stories or to present their Storybird stories during buddy reading or morning meeting times.
Culminating Activity:
The culminating activity for this unit will be the presentation at student assemblies throughout the remainder of the year and the early years reading sessions. Students will be told right from the first day that this will be happening in order to build excitement and encourage them to do their best work.  A schedule of the remaining assemblies will be shown with blanks listed for how many stories will be presented on each day.  

The final lesson in the unit will also be a culminating activity.  Students will bring their final stories to this class and the other students in the class will be given the chance to read and make comments on them.  The unit will end with a discussion of the final stories that will refer back to each lesson that we have had so far and highlight which stories have been the most successful at including the elements of writing that we have focused on.  We will also reflect on what we have learned both directly and indirectly over the course of the unit and how they have developed themselves as writers as a result of this process.  Students will leave the final lesson with a feeling of accomplishment based on having been given a goal, working to create their stories, and finally completing the goal successfully.











Online References used in the Creation of this Unit
References are listed in the order which I used them in the writing of the unit.  In brackets I have indicated what I got from each link.
http://web2.jefferson.k12.ky.us/CCG/supp/MS_ShortStory.PDF
A unit plan for teaching short stories.
http://www.buzzle.com/chapters/escape-hatch_short-fixion.asp
Website with lots of short stories
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/lang_mid.htm
Language Arts website with links to short stories
http://www.classicshorts.com/bib.html
Printable short stories
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/middle-school-english-lessons/53638-creative-short-story-project-combines-literary-elements-and-technology/
Ideas for lesson plans
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/middle-school-english-lessons/6799-writing-activity-scary-stories/
Ideas for lesson plans
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/graphic-organizers/printable/6293.html
Options for graphic organizers
http://storybird.com/
Site for writing, sharing, creating stories.
http://www.free-short-stories.org.uk/directory-short-stories.htm
Free site for short stories
http://www.onlineclasses.org/2011/01/20/the-50-best-short-stories-of-all-time/
The fifty best short stories of all time.
http://www.auburn.edu/~vestmon/Gift_of_the_Magi.html
The Gift of the Magi
http://forums.atozteacherstuff.com/showthread.php?t=53699
Teaching Hooks in essays
http://www.ehow.com/how_4868715_write-hook-story.html
Teaching Hooks in fiction
http://www.ehow.com/how_4556500_write-hook-fiction.html
How to write good hooks
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/fishing-readers-identifying-writing-969.html
A lesson plan about teaching hook writing
http://john-a-marinchek.suite101.com/a-great-teacher-begins-lessons-with-the-hook-method-a255945
Ideas for hooks in Lesson plans
http://fiction.eserver.org/short/the_billionaire.html
(Short stories)
http://theliterarylink.com/flowers.htm
(A short story)
http://fiction.eserver.org/short/
(More short stories)
http://www.thinkport.org/31701409-ec7e-40a9-9ae2-176a3c7d0508.asset?
(Plot graphic organizer)
http://www.thinkport.org/d23c5d91-3485-4474-9ad2-e02b94a8e64a.asset?
(Story board organizer)
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/lang_mid.htm
(Online resources)
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/using_quest.htm
(Using a Webquest in the classroom)
http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JOTS/v30/v30n2/pdf/schmidt.pdf
(PDF about incorporating online tools into the classroom)
http://mashable.com/2010/10/16/free-social-media-tools-for-teachers/
Online tools for teachers
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1127/readinglog.pdf
(Character development reading log)
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/CharacterMap.pdf
(Character Map)
http://www.pameladowd.com/Adobe/CharacterDevelopmentChart.PDF
(Chart)
http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculum/GO/GO_pdf/Character_traits2.pdf
(A lesson plan about character traits)
http://www.instructorweb.com/docs/pdf/characterdevelopdoc.pdf
(Same as above)
http://www.fictionfactor.com/characters.html
(Tips about villains)
http://voices.yahoo.com/5-tips-developing-characters-fiction-6059704.html
(Tips for developing characters)
http://www.brighthub.com/education/homeschooling/media/p/109594.aspx
(Worksheet for creating a character)
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/peer-edit-with-perfection-786.html
(Lesson Plan about teaching how to peer edit)
http://www.colby.edu/writers.center/peerediting.html
(An article about the benefits of peer editing)
http://www.englishclub.com/writing/edit-peer.htm
(A check list of things to check off and tools to use when editing)
http://fictionwriting.about.com/od/crafttechnique/tp/Creative-Writing-Critique-Tips.htm
(Tips for giving feedback on creative writing)
http://forums.atozteacherstuff.com/showthread.php?t=28481
(Tips from teachers about questions to ask when editing/critiquing)
http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/6_8/graphorg/
(Good site for graphic organizers)





Lesson 1: Introduction to Short Stories

Topic: This unit will focus on the reading, discussing, planning, and writing of short stories.  The first lesson will be the lesson that outlines our plans over the unit, so it will be an important lesson to build interest in the unit as a whole and the work that we will be doing within it.  In this first lesson, I will introduce some of the tools for the unit including personal notebooks to take home and carry with each student for when writing inspiration strikes them, the Wiki that I have set up for the class, and the in class bulletin boards that each class member will be asked to contribute to.  We will read an example of a short story and discuss the genre of the short story and compare the differences between short stories and novels and shorts stories and poetry.
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites:
http://www.auburn.edu/~vestmon/Gift_of_the_Magi.html, www.tes.co.uk (For ideas for lesson centered on short story writing), www.wikispaces.com, http://www.brighthubeducation.com/middle-school-english-lessons/53638-creative-short-story-project-combines-literary-elements-and-technology/, and http://www.brighthubeducation.com/middle-school-english-lessons/6799-writing-activity-scary-stories/
Rationale: I believe that creative writing is an important part of one’s development.  This allows the student to explore their own history and influences and to use their abilities as a writer to create stories, plot lines, and characters that they will feel proud of.  Short stories are popular around the world for their ability to build storylines that are significant and tell important stories.  I believe that the students in my classes will enjoy the process of developing their stories and from this will see the value in planning and putting effort into producing an end product.  This is a life lesson that I hope they will take with them – that good results require sustained effort over a period of time and cannot be produced instantly.  I think that a unit focused on the writing of one short story will help to teach this lesson.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge: The students in these classes are avid readers.  They all carry books that they have chosen to read with them to each class and have been taught to read them while waiting for a class to begin or after they have finished their work.  I have gone to the library with some of these students and seen the zeal with which they seek out new books to read.  I have also observed all of them as writers throughout the course of the term to date.  To get some understanding of their literary and writing interests, I created a one page survey containing five questions and asked the students to complete it and submit it to the class teacher by the end of the week.  I asked them to list their favourite genre, favourite fictional character, and favourite poem and to give reasons for their answers.  I also asked them if they enjoy writing stories.   I will be using the answers that I got on these surveys to shape the lessons created within this unit.  Finally, I have observed that all of the students in these classes have sufficient computer skills to use the online tools that I will be introducing effectively.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can identify different features used to organize texts’
‘I can identify and begin to explain how writers use language’
‘I can usually identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and how it is conveyed’
Related to Writing
‘I try to use a wide vocabulary to create different effects’
‘I use different types of sentences’
‘I develop my ideas across the text, e.g. linking endings back to openings’
(These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will have a clear vision of the purposes of the unit of study and the end goals of the unit.
Students will show understanding of the purpose of the notebooks that they are being given and when and how to use them.
Students will have a clear understanding of the class Wiki and how and how often they are expected to use it.
Students will be able to present a summary of a short story, describe the characters, and infer meaning from the story as a whole.
The Hook:
We will watch the following video of Kurt Vonnegut’s advice on writing short stories.  I will write out the ten tips that he gives in the video and hand out printed copies to each student.  We will refer to these tips in later lessons.  The intention of choosing this video is to get the students interest with good information, humour, and some parts that are slightly risqué such as ‘Be a sadist’.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyQ1wEBx1V0

Lesson Activities:
1: The lesson will begin with the playing of the video for the hook activity. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VyQ1wEBx1V0 
2. I will go over the purposes of the unit: to read, to discuss, to plan, to write.  Students will be told about the culminating activities for this lesson: public presentation of their stories in both assemblies and in younger classes and also the creation of an anthology of their work which will be made into a book for the library.  Expectations for the unit will be clearly set out including the listing of the final date by which each student will be required to submit their final short story.  This date will be restated in all future lessons so that no student is taken off guard by the final deadline.
3. In this section, I will ask students some key questions to get them thinking about what they like about reading stories, what characters they like from fiction and why, and what issues affect them that they might want to write about in their stories.
What kinds of stories do you like to read and why?
What characters do you remember the most from fiction?  Why do you think you remember those characters so well?
What are some kinds of stories do you not like to read?  What makes you not like that genre?
What are some of the most important things that have happened to you in your life?  What do you think you learned from these experiences?
Students will discuss these key questions with the person sitting beside them and share some of their answers with the class.
4.  I will hand out the notebooks to the students and ask them to write their names and homerooms on the front page.  I will tell the students that I would like them to bring these notebooks with them everywhere that they go for the next two weeks and to use the notebooks to write down any ideas that they have.  I will encourage them to use writing as well as images and encourage them to add magazine clippings, photos, and sketches – basically anything that inspires them – and to work on their story continuously throughout the unit right from the first day and all the way to the end of the unit and beyond if they like.
We will glue the transcript of the Kurt Vonnegut hook into the notebook on the first page.  Each student will also be given a slip of paper with the Wiki address on it that they will also glue into their notebooks.
5.  I will show the students the in class bulletin boards that I have put up – one for each of the three classes (7S, 7C, and 8H) and encourage them to put up anything that has inspired them, samples of their writing, or sketches of scenes or characters.  I will tell them that the expectation is that each student will have put up at least three things by the end of the unit.
6. I will show the students the Wiki that I have created at:     Their homework for today will be as follows:
-register for the Wiki at: https://dulwichcollegeseoulshortstories.wikispaces.com/
-post under the ‘My Favourite Story’ heading about your favourite book, play, or short story.  These could come from any genre.  Students will be asked to write a paragraph explaining why this is their favourite story, who their favourite character in the story is, and what they remember most about this story.  Each student will be asked to read and comment on at least two people’s ‘Favourite Story’ post.  I will remind students that the same standards for language usage and respect for peers are expected online as are within the school environment.
7. Students will be put in groups of three when possible (class sizes are 12, 11, and 10) and two when not.  Each group will be given one copy of the short story ‘The Gift of the Magi’ to read and to discuss together.  I chose this story because I feel that it is one of the most famous short stories and one that does a good job of creating characters, making the reader care about the story and its outcome, and teaching a valuable lesson.  I believe that the students will find this story to be a powerful one.  The year 8 class will receive the story in its original form while the year 7 class will be given the story with a glossary.
Students will be asked to discuss the following questions:
-What happened in the story?
-Who was your favourite character and why?
-What feelings did you have when reading the story?
-What parts of the story could you relate to?
-What was the most important event in the story?
-Was the ending what you expected it to be?
-What changes would you make if you were going to write this story again?
-What are some things that you noticed about the structure of this short story?
Closure:
Using the whiteboard, we will compare some of the features of the short story with the features of novels and poetry.  We will refer back to the hand out containing Kurt Vonnegut’s advice in this discussion.  I will take notes from this discussion of things that can be expanded upon in future lessons.
I will remind students of the three tools that I have introduced (the Wiki, the notebooks, and the bulletin boards) and encourage students to get started with all three before the next class.
Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-notebooks for all students will be purchased and placed in the classroom
-bulletin boards will be put up over the weekend so that students will see them for the first time in the lesson.
-the Wiki space will be created
-the YouTube video
-PowerPoint slides
-copies of ‘The Gift of the Magi’
Individualization:
-In order to enhance the learning experience for all students, special attention has been given to make sure that all processes are clearly outlined.  This includes the Wiki, the script of the YouTube video and the PowerPoint slides.
-Students who are having trouble with understanding any part of the lesson will be given extra attention in the class.
-Students who are at the lower end of the achievement scale will be partnered with students who are stronger at writing and will be able to offer help.
-ample time will be given to complete task and all work will receive feedback in relation to what each student is capable of producing and the amount of effort they have put into achieving the tasks of the lesson.










Kurt Vonnegut’s Advice for Short Story Writing:
1. Use the time of a total stranger in such a way that he or she will not feel the time was wasted.
2. Give the reader at least one character that he or she can root for.
3. Every character should want something, even if it is only a glass of water.
4. Every sentence must do one of two things – reveal character or advance the action.
5. Start as close to the end as possible.
6. Be a sadist – no matter how sweet or innocent your leading character, make awful things happen to them in order that the audience may see what they are made of.
7. Write to please just one person.
8. Give your readers as much information as possible as soon as possible.



















Lesson 2: Teaching Hooks in Fiction Writing

Topic: This lesson will focus on the concept of teaching effective hooks in story writing.  I will introduce the concept of what a hook is by showing examples from texts and giving students tips for effective hook writing.  Students will then have a chance to practice to write hooks on their own for sample story topics.  
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites:http://forums.atozteacherstuff.com/showthread.php?t=53699mhttp://www.ehow.com/how_4868715_write-hook-story.html, http://www.ehow.com/how_4556500_write-hook-fiction.html, http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/fishing-readers-identifying-writing-969.html, http://john-a-marinchek.suite101.com/a-great-teacher-begins-lessons-with-the-hook-method-a255945
Rationale: Even experienced writing sometimes struggle to write effective hooks.  Just as in teaching where every lesson should start with some kind of hook to draw students into the class, creative writing also needs to start with a hook to draw readers into the story.  I believe that this is a good place to start with teaching creative writing as it will get students excited about getting started on their own writing using the ideas that they came up with within this class.  In addition, being able to write effective hooks will help students with other kinds of writing (essays, cover letters, etc.) and could help them to think about how they present themselves when they speak to others.  Hopefully the lesson will lead them to think of where else hooks would be useful in their lives (in conversation, in interviews etc.) and lead them to utilize the hook concept to their benefit at later points in their lives.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge: Having observed writing lessons with these students, I have seen that they have experience with writing persuasive arguments, letters, and poems.  The concept of the hook will not be something entirely new to them, but I think that this will their first experience with a lesson entirely based on hook writing and especially on hook writing in creative writing.  Though of course they have been exposed to hooks as readers, this may be the first time that they work with them as writers.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can explore how the structure of texts supports the writer’s purpose‘
‘I can evaluate how the writer’s use of language affects the reader’
‘I can usually identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and how it is conveyed’
Related to Writing
‘I use different types of sentences’
‘I build up detail in my sentences’
‘I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader’
(These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will learn what a hook is and the components of good hooks.
Students will identify effective hooks in literature and analyze what makes them effective.
Students will be able to state if a hook is effective or not and give reasons for their answers.
Students will improve their ability to write creatively on a given topic.
The Hook:
For the hook for this lesson, I went back to my notes from the Internship 1 class to a list that I had written down about hook possibilities.  This is something that I have not tried in a class before, so I am interested to see how it will work.  Knowing the students that are in these classes, I feel that they will do well with it.
Each student will be given a piece of scrap paper.  I will tell them that I am going to ask them to quickly draw a picture of what I write on the board.  I will then write the words ‘Story Hook’.  Students will have two minutes to draw their picture.  I will then ask them to show their pictures to their table partners and tell them what they thought of when they saw the words on the board.  I am anticipating drawings of pirates or fishing robs, so it will be interesting to see what the results are.  This conversation will naturally lead us to a discussion of the use of hooks in writing.
Lesson Activities:
1: The lesson will begin with the hook drawing activity.
2. I will introduce the concept of story hooks by stating what they are, why they are used, and some key components of good hooks.  Students will given a note with these key components that I will have prepared and will glue them into their writing notebooks so that they can refer to them when doing their own writing.  Each table partner team will be asked to summarize the hook tips and we will write a class summary of these tips to ensure that all students understand the tips that are being given and how these tips can help them in their own writing.
3. I will break the class into groups of two by pairing students in their existing table pairs.  The table pairs have been established by the homeroom teacher with the intention of putting students together who will help students in the best way possible (Ex. An outgoing student paired with a shy student.  A student who is very good at writing paired with a student who speaks well but struggles with their writing).  Each group will be given a copy of the ‘Great Hooks’ worksheet which can be found at: http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson969/hook.pdf.  
We will go over how to use the sheet and what is required of the students to be successful in completing this.  Groups will then be given the colour printouts of the book covers with hooks that can be found at the bottom of this lesson plan.  I will also place library books on their tables that I will have checked out from the library prior to the class. Students will be encouraged to investigate the books if they want to see additional examples of hooks or if they finish the activity ahead of other groups.  They will be asked to choose what they think are the best hooks and to write why they think so on their sheets.  
We will compare notes on this at the end of the section with each group presenting what they have found about good strategies for hook use.
4. We will work on writing hooks.  I will give the students a variety of situations and they will be asked to write hooks for those situations.  
- A story about a girl or boy flying on an airplane alone for the first time.
- A story about a valuable ring that has been stolen and must be found.
- A story about an alien visiting Earth and making friends with a human.
-A story about two best friends who got in a fight but want to fix their friendship
Students will use the note that they have been given about successful hook writing as a reference point to look back at while doing this activity.
5. As an extension activity for students who finish quickly or if there is extra time, students will brainstorm some hook ideas for their own stories that they are working on and to share these will their partners. 
6. Students will be asked to post their favourite examples of the hooks that they have written in the class at: https://dulwichcollegeseoulshortstories.wikispaces.com/.
Closure:
Students will read their examples with their partner and will then be asked to read one each to the class. Students and the teacher will give feedback on the hook to the student.  The teacher will push students to expand on their hooks when necessary in order to make sure that the goal of successful hook writing is being met.    
We will refer back to the advice that we had about hooks to make sure that we have been successful in achieving our lesson goals.

Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-PowerPoint slides
-scrap paper for the drawing activity
-books checked out from library for hook finding activity
-handout of hook writing tips prepared and cut to fit student notebooks
-hook hunt worksheet prepared.
Individualization:
-I will make rounds in the class to ensure that all students have understood what a hook is and that they understand the tips that they have been given.
-Additional tips for hook writing will be ready on hand in case any student in the class appears to be struggling with the activity.  I will also write some examples of strong hooks to give to students who may benefit from having them.
-Students who are having trouble with understanding any part of the lesson will be given extra attention in the class.
-ample time will be given to complete task and all work will receive feedback in relation to what each student is capable of producing and the amount of effort they have put into achieving the tasks of the lesson.
-students who finish early will be given additional library books and asked to compare hooks and decide what makes some good and what makes some bad in their opinions.












Tips for Writing Good Hooks
Write a dynamic first sentence. Make it good, rich prose, heavy with the full weight of your writer's voice.  Don't start with, "He was surprisingly good-looking." Start with "My chin dropped when I saw the alien standing on my doorstep. What a babe!"
Raise questions in your reader's mind with the first sentence. Don't write, "A knock came at the door." Don't even write, "The bug-eyed monster came up to the house and knocked." Write, '"Who the blazes are you?' asked Eunice Weissershoper, staring the bug-eyed monster grinning at her on her doorstep." While the first version raises a couple of questions and the second version raises a few more, only the last version will hook your reader into reading more.

Write a dramatic hook. Don't start necessarily at the chronological beginning of the story, but rather at the point that is the first dramatic or crucial moment—when the accident happens or when two key characters meet for the first time, for instance don't write, "I knew it was going to be a bad day when I got out of bed and stubbed my toe." Write, "'You're fired,' said my boss, and hung up.'

Avoid a too-dramatic first sentence that loses its power because of a lack of lead-in. Don't start with, "Bang! The cars collided." Your reader simply won't care. Make your reader care about your character first so he or she sees what's at stake, and ease up to a dramatic event, even if you only take a few words to do so. Write, "George was thinking about whether or not to get foam on his latte and wondering where he'd put those reports when a car's horn blared at him."

Avoid weighing down your hook with back-story and info dumps where you explain all the background and motivations of your characters. New writers often find they can eliminate pages, even chapters, of info dumps from the beginning of their early attempts. Remember, the point of a hook is not to inform, teach or explain, but to get your reader hooked.














'Tanglewreck'
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Tanglewreck by Jeanette Winterson, paperback, 416 pages
"At six forty-five one summer morning, a red London bus was crossing Waterloo Bridge." 
'Each Little Bird That Sings'
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Each Little Bird That Sings by Deborah Wiles, paperback, 276 pages
"I come from a family with a lot of dead people.”

'Wemberly Worried'

[image: 'Wemberly Worried']
Wemberly Worried by Kevin Henkes, hardcover, 32 pages
"Wemberly worried about everything”


'Ragweed'
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Ragweed by Avi, paperback, 224 pages
"Ma, a mouse has to do what a mouse has to do
'Stormbreaker'
[image: 'Stormbreaker']
Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz, paperback, 256 pages
"When the doorbell rings at three in the morning, it's never good news." 
'Feed'
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Feed by M.T. Anderson, paperback, 320 pages
"We went to the moon to have fun, but the moon turned out to completely suck." 

'The Teacher's Funeral'
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The Teacher's Funeral by Richard Peck, paperback, 224 pages
"If your teacher has to die, August isn't a bad time of year for it." 
'Voyage of the Dawn Treader'
[image: 'The Voyage of the Dawn Treader']
The Voyage of the Dawn Treaderby C. S. Lewis, paperback, 256 pages
"There was a boy called Eustace Clarence Scrubb, and he almost deserved it.








Lesson 3: Teaching Story Structure

Topic: This lesson will focus on the development of story plot.  We will examine basic plot structures focusing on standard chronological, flashback, or start from the middle plots.  I will be showing a PowerPoint on plot structure from www.readwritethink.org that demonstrates these structures using images and text.  From this, students will see some options for developing their own short story plots and will do some work using a graphic organizer to plan their own stories.
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites: http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-plot-structure-through-401.html, http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/course/course1/unit/shortstory.shtml, http://theliterarylink.com/flowers.html, http://fiction.eserver.org/short/the_billionaire.html,
http://fiction.eserver.org/short/if.html, http://www.thinkport.org/31701409-ec7e-40a9-9ae2-176a3c7d0508.asset, http://www.thinkport.org/d23c5d91-3485-4474-9ad2-e02b94a8e64a.asset],
http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/fathers-day/short-stories/, http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/valentines-day/short-stories/twenty-valentines.html
Rationale: Understanding how plot structure works is a basic determining factor is whether one’s creative writing will be successful.  In order to raise the level of the student’s writing to grade level or above, this lesson is necessary in that it will clearly outline the basis of options for plot structure that the students can use in their own stories.  I believe that this will help the students in the future to be good story writers and tellers and that this skill could help them to be successful socially as well as at work.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge: I have a unique opportunity in that I also work in this school twice a week in grade six classes, so I have the chance to compare the differences in complexity between the work of the grade six students and the grade seven and eights.  I believe that this insight has helped me to see that a lesson on plot structure would be beneficial for my students.  I have examined their creative writing and have found that most are able to follow a simple linear structure.  I would like to help them push themselves to explore more advanced options for plot structure or to enhance the work that they are doing within the linear structure.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can explore how the structure of texts supports the writer’s purpose‘
‘I am generally aware of how writers structure texts’
‘I can identify and begin to explain how writers use language’
Related to Writing
‘I am confident using different types of sentences.’
‘My paragraphs reinforce the purpose and add to the effects of my writing’
‘I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader’
 (These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will learn about three different kinds of plot structures and opportunities for twists within these structures.
Students will identify plot structure in stories provided as examples.
Students will work using a graphic organizer to develop ideas centred on plot structure for their own writing.
The Hook:
Students will be told that they have two minutes to turn to their table partner and tell them the story of ‘Jack in the Beanstalk’.  This is being done to ensure that all students have some prior knowledge of the story prior to the next part.
I will do an interactive smart board activity that I found on this website: http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/course/course1/unit/shortstory.shtml## that examines the basic structure of the story ‘Jack in the Beanstalk’.  As the text for this activity is quite small, students will be asked to come up out of their seats and to form a standing semi-circle around the smart board.  As students move the parts of the story onto the plot structure chart, all decisions will be made through a vote and/or discussion to make sure that all students agree with the choices being made.
Students may make some mistakes in this activity which will lead us into the lesson’s main topics regarding plot structure.
Lesson Activities:
1: The lesson will begin with the hook activity.
2. We will go through the PowerPoint slide presentation on different kinds of plot structures.  Students will be asked to take notes of the different structures and to ask questions to clarify any points that they don’t understand during the lecture.  I will remind students that it is important for them to develop their note-taking skills as they advance into higher education and employment.  After the class, I will go through the students notebooks and comment on their note-taking giving them advice and praise about what they did in this part of the class.
3. In groups of two, students will read through example stories and try to identify what plot structure is being used in each story.  I will have previously laid out copies of the stories at the back of the class in order of difficulty.  Students will be told that the easiest and shortest stories are on the right of the desk and that the more difficult and longer stories are on the left of the desk.  Students will be told that they will need to read at least two of the four stories and that they should discuss with their partner which stories to choose.  One student from each pair will then go to the story table and make their choices.  I will supervise this selection and encourage higher ability teams to challenge themselves by choosing at least one of the difficult stories.
These stories can be found at: http://theliterarylink.com/flowers.html, http://fiction.eserver.org/short/if.html, http://www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/valentines-day/short-stories/twenty-valentines.html, http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/DragRock.shtml
Students will be asked to read their two stories and discuss them with the partner focusing on elements of plot and of conflict in the stories.
4. Students will be presented with a graphic organizer that they will use to break down the plot of one of the two stories that they have read.  This tool can be found at: http://www.thinkport.org/d23c5d91-3485-4474-9ad2-e02b94a8e64a.asset.  This activity will focus on team work and on analysis skills.
5. Students will be given a second copy of the above graphic organizer that they can use to plan their own stories.  They will be asked to refer to their notebooks in which they will have begun to brainstorm their own stories.  
6. Students will be told that the homework for this lesson will be to consider one of their favourite stories and to break its plot structure down.  This writing is to be posted on the class Wiki under the heading ‘Plot Structure’ at https://dulwichcollegeseoulshortstories.wikispaces.com/
Closure:
Students will discuss some of the ideas that they have had for their own stories and indicate which plot structure style they intend to use.  
We will discuss the impact that each of the plot structures could have on the reader and talk about which ones would be best used in certain kinds of stories.
Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-PowerPoint slides as found at http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-plot-structure-through-401.html
-stories to be used as examples in the plot structure reading activity of varying levels of difficulty and covering a range of themes.
-graphic organizer for plot structure hand out
Individualization:
-I will make rounds in the class to ensure that all students have understood the plot structures.  I will also print out the essential slides about the plot structures and have them on hand for any student who is struggling to fully understand them.
-Students who complete the planning stage ahead of other students will be given time to start writing their stories in their notebooks.
-I will sit down with students in need of extra guidance to review the different plot structures and to work to develop their own creative ideas within these structures.
-Advanced level students will be encourage to include more challenging plot elements in their work such as flashbacks or self vs. self conflict.
















Lesson 4: Using Online Tools to Develop Writing Skills

Topic: This lesson will focus on using a computer program as a tool for aiding students in developing their short story ideas.  The website http://storybird.com/ is a popular one among teachers in Canada for use in lessons based on writing and using illustrations to motivate creative writing.  We will explore this website and students will use this tool to publish a story on the class Wiki for other students to view.
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites:
http://storybird.com/, http://www.internet4classrooms.com/lang_mid.htm, http://www.internet4classrooms.com/using_quest.htm, http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JOTS/v30/v30n2/pdf/schmidt.pdf, http://mashable.com/2010/10/16/free-social-media-tools-for-teachers/
Rationale: Computer skills are a necessary part of life in the 21st century.  I believe that by introducing story writing tools online, that students will have increased motivation to work on the short stories that they are writing.  In doing so online, they will also experience working on computers and further develop their skills for this.  In addition, by displaying their writing, students will have their first experience within the unit of peer feedback on their creative work.  I feel that this lesson will teach the students skills of writing and peer editing that will help them as they grow as writers and that the computer skills that they practice in this lesson will help them as they move through education and into the workforce.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge: The students in these classes all have a level of computer skills that are sufficient to allow them to be successful in the lesson.  I have assessed this through observation of previous lessons as well as within the unit by ensuring that they have all successfully accessed the class Wiki and completed their homework assignments there.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can identify and begin to explain how writers use language.’
‘I can usually identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and how it is conveyed.’
‘I can identify different features used to organize texts’
Related to Writing
‘I try to use a wide vocabulary to create different effects’
‘I use a range of punctuation accurately including speech marks.’
‘I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader’
(These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will be able to successfully register for, explore, and use a new online tool that will be introduced to them for the purpose of story writing.
Students will share their work online and provide feedback on the work of other students in the class.
The Hook:
I will show the students a Story Bird story that I have written that includes the names of all of the students in the class.  This humorous story will be used to motivate interest in both story writing and the online tool.
The stories that I wrote for each class can be found at:
http://storybird.com/books/the-journey-of-7s/?token=acxjxr (For 7S), http://storybird.com/books/the-legend-of-7c/?token=txecm5 (For 7C), and http://storybird.com/books/the-day-8h-learned-a-lesson/?token=7e8e8h (For 8H).
Lesson Activities:
1. We will read the story that I have written together.
2. Students will log into the portable laptop computers that I will have booked prior to the class and brought to the room.  
3. Students will register for Story Bird and go through the tutorial about how to use Storybird in teams of two.  Students will be asked to make a list of at least five things that they can do using Storybird.
4. As a class, we will identify some of the key features of using Storybird.  We will talk about how we could see using this tool in our own writing
5. Students will work to plan a story in teams of two using a graphic organizer which can be found at http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/storymap3.pdf.  The graphic organizer given is intentional quite simple as it is expected that the students will need to plan quite broadly in order to allow adaptations based on available images on Storybird.   They will be reminded to use great hooks and to use a pre-planned plot structure.  Higher level students will be asked to use a non-linear plot structure while lower level students will be given story starter ideas to get them off to a quick start.  These will include things like ‘A Magical Adventure’, ‘Making New Friends’, and ‘A Snowy Day’.
6. Students will work on writing their own Story Bird.  Partners will be split up and asked to move to sit in different areas of the room.  The main idea here is that they would have planned the story with a partner, but then written it alone.  It will be interesting to see if the two stories come out the same or if they are different.  This will be strongly influenced by which group of images the student chooses to use for their story.  
7. As homework, students will be asked to complete and/or edit their Storybird stories and then log into the class Wiki at: https://dulwichcollegeseoulshortstories.wikispaces.com/ and post their stories there under the ‘Storybird’ heading.  Students will be given the task of reading and commenting on at least two other students’ stories.  Students will be given two days to complete this homework as it will require more time spent then a usual night’s homework time would allow.
Closure:
We will discuss the benefits of using a tool like Story Bird and talk about how technology can be used to help us in the creative process.  Students will identify what they liked about the program and consider how they might use technology in the future projects or in other subject matters.
Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-the Story Bird to be used for the hook activity.
-a graphic organizer for story planning
-book the laptop trolley with the computer department and ensure that it is delivered to the class on time and then returned at the end of class.
Individualization:
-Students who would benefit from extra help will be partnered with students who have been identified as being at a higher level.
-the teacher will sit with students one by one to discuss ideas for the story and refer students who are having trouble getting started back to the tools that we have studied already in the unit including hooks, what makes a good short story, and their notes on plot structure.
-as was stated in the activities, higher level students will be asked to use non-linear plot structures, while lower level students will be provided with story starter ideas to get them going quickly during their writing and planning.
-Students who finish ahead of others will be encouraged to use the laptops to find inspirational quotes or images to put on the class bulletin board and additional tips for short story writing.  They can also have the option of helping someone else in the class with their story if there is a student who would like peer support.

Lesson 5: Teaching Effective Planning and Writing

Topic: This lesson will focus on the process of brainstorming ideas for a short story, using a graphic organizer to facilitate effective planning, and spending time working on writing.  Students have had several lessons giving them tools for writing, so this will be their first chance to really sit down in the class and start to put these tools to use using the ideas that they have been thinking about for their stories.
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites: http://www.ehow.com/how_2144769_brainstorm-ideas-short-story.html, http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/creative1/shortstory/, http://crimsonladybug.hubpages.com/hub/howtowritefiction, http://www.creative-writing-now.com/buddy-up-for-short-story-ideas.html, http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishC1d.htm
Rationale: The students have been encouraged since the start of the unit to start brainstorming ideas using a variety of tools including their personal notebooks, the class Wiki, and the in class bulletin boards.  Up until this lesson, the teacher has monitored the students’ use of these tools and given encouragement to those who are doing well while also trying to motivate those who have not accessed these tools as frequently or as productively.  Today’s lesson will focus on helping students to bring all of their preparations together and use them in the planning and writing of their stories.  Students will be able to use the tools provided to them to outline their stories and the teacher will be available to give guidance and to pose useful questions to motivate further creativity.  Students will be able to see in this lesson that all of their brainstorming work can be put to use and will help them to be successful.  This will teach them the lesson that adequate preparation and effort really does help produce successful results later on.  This is a valuable lesson that I think will help them in their lives.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge:  In order to ensure that the students have been using the brainstorming tools provided, the teacher has been keeping a close eye on the Wiki to make sure it is being used appropriately and speaking privately to students who have missed postings to see if extra help is needed.  Feedback has been given on these postings as well and the students’ work along with the feedback has been glued into the students’ notebooks.  The teacher has also been checking the students’ notebooks to ensure that they are being used to begin brainstorming and writing with the goal of the final short story in mind.  In order that the students are successful in this lesson, they will have needed to put some effort into brainstorming prior to the class.  All of the students have demonstrated that they have understood the lessons so far through their use of the class Wiki and have shown that they are able to write creatively.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can explore how the structure of texts supports the writer’s purpose‘
‘I can evaluate how the writer’s use of language affects the reader’
‘I can usually identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and how it is conveyed’
Related to Writing
‘I use different types of sentences’
‘I build up detail in my sentences’
‘I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader’
‘I experiment with a range of different clauses in sentences’
 (These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will be able to discuss their planning and the thought process that has gone into their planning.
Students will be able to use the provided story planning tool effectively.
Students will demonstrate knowledge of good hooks and strong plot structure in their planning and writing.
Students will be able to work independently on their own writing.
The Hook:  For the hook activity, we will return to www.youtube.com to watch the following clip:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AufHWH_o2lA.  This clip gives good tips for the brainstorming process and writing short stories.  The man speaking on the clip is well spoken and gives good suggestions for how to go about writing a good short story.

After playing the clip, I will ask the students to tell me some things that they heard in the clip and ask them how what they heard will affect their brainstorming and writing.
Lesson Activities:
1: The lesson will begin with the hook activity.  After viewing, we will discuss the clip and some of the main points that we learned from it.
2. Students will be given the ‘Tips for Brainstorming’ sheet to stick in their writing notebooks.  They will discuss these tips with their table partner and be tasked with summarizing and simplifying in order to show that they have understood the tips.  We will then go over these tips as a class and clarify any parts that have not been clearly understood.
3. Students will be told that today is the day that we will really start work on producing on own short stories. We will remind ourselves of some of the things that we have discussed that should be used in our writing: effective hooks, strong plot structure, and conflict schemes.  
4. I will break the class into groups of three to start discussing their short stories.  Students will be told to move somewhere in the room other than their usual seat and arrange the tables and chairs so that they all feel comfortable and can see and hear each other well.  Students will be asked to outline some of their ideas by showing the other students what they have so far in their notebooks. Students will be encouraged to ask each other questions about their stories that will hopefully motivate further ideas and creativity.
5. Students will each be given a story planning tool that they will be asked to fill in individually about their own stories.  They will share their work via this planning tool with their small group in order to receive feedback on what they have written and also with the teacher for the same purpose.  Students will be asked to give feedback to the things that we have studied so far and told that they can refer to their notebooks in the feedback process.  During the meeting with the teacher, the teacher will focus on the elements studied so far such as plot structure and short story elements to ensure that the story will meet the success criteria that have been established through these lessons.  The story planning tool can be found at KS2 Storyboard at the following website: http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/englishC1d.htm
6. Students will return to their original tables and be given time to start working on writing their stories.  The teacher will try to sit down with each student to look over the plan and see what areas might need further thought.  
7. As homework, students will be asked to post a ‘preview’ paragraph about their short story on our class Wiki at: https
Closure:
Students will read out a paragraph or a few sentences that they have written in their story so far and receive feedback from their peers.  
Students will be reminded of the remaining days left in the unit and the expectation that they will have produced a complete short story by the last day of the unit.  The date for the last day of the unit will be restated.  Students will be reminded that independent work on their short stories will be necessary in order for them to be successful in meeting this goal.
Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-PowerPoint slides
-story planning worksheet
Individualization:
-I will make rounds in the class to ensure that all students are sharing well within their groups.  Students who may need additional help will be paired with stronger students.
-In the planning activity, students requiring extra support will be given a copy of the plan already completed by the teacher about a story that we all read together on the first day, ‘The Gift of the Magi’, so that they can see what the expectations for completing this tool are.
-Students requiring extra support will be the first ones visited during the writing component of the lesson.
-It is anticipated that some students will be much further along in the writing of their stories than others.  These students will be reminded about the benefit of revision and of going back and editing.  If possible, these students can work on peer editing of stories as well.























Tips for Brainstorming Creative Writing

1. Start with a story idea or an image. It can be anything that strikes your fancy or a topic that you’re interested in, such as war or a historical event, or a photograph, painting or dream would be a good place to start as well.

2. Build on that idea. Where do you want to take it? For instance, if you’re interested in a particular historical event, what areas of that event would you find most interesting? The event itself? The people living in the surrounding area during that period? A particular place such as a bar or restaurant? If it’s a photograph or a dream, jot down the things that these images bring to mind. They can be anything from a sense of time, a place or a particular character. Let your imagination go with these and jot down everything that pops into your mind.

3. Look over your list. You’ll probably have a lot of ideas by now and most of them won’t be in sync with one another. Circle which ideas interest you the most, the ones that will offer the most intriguing storytelling opportunities are the best choices.

4. Take the ideas you’ve chosen and brainstorm some more. This time, think of characters or situations that these ideas bring to mind. For instance, with the example of Pearl Harbor, let’s say you jotted down “Hawaiian restaurant.” Jot down what this restaurant brings to mind. It can be food, music, the people who work there or the type of patrons who frequent the restaurant. Write as many ideas that you can think of that will help you come up with a story.

5. Narrow down your choices by picking one idea that will become a story. Some of these ideas can be incorporated into your story, depending on how closely they are aligned to what you want to write about. But do narrow it down to one idea and build characters and plots around it.












Lesson 6: Developing Great Characters

Topic: This lesson will focus on how to develop strong characters in story writing.  We will think about how to develop our characters and how to write in the voice of each character and then we will look at examples from fiction to build a character profile. 
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1127/readinglog.pdf,
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/CharacterMap.pdf, http://www.pameladowd.com/Adobe/CharacterDevelopmentChart.PDF, http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculum/GO/GO_pdf/Character_traits2.pdf, http://www.instructorweb.com/docs/pdf/characterdevelopdoc.pdf, http://www.fictionfactor.com/characters.html, http://voices.yahoo.com/5-tips-developing-characters-fiction-6059704.html
Rationale: I believe that strong characters are what make lessons memorable.  If we don’t remember the character, can we remember the story?  I think that the answer is either ‘Not really’ or ‘A little’.  The characters are what drive the story.  As I have told the students so far in the unit, we need to have characters that people care about.  If no one cares about the character, then we won’t mind when bad or upsetting things happen to them.  This ability to identify characteristics of characters will help the students later in life when reading more challenging texts.  I believe it will also help them to identify characteristics in the people that they meet and therefore be able to adjust how they interact with this person based on this assessment.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge: The students in these classes are all avid readers.  They speak with fondness about books that they have seen and the characters within them.  In the student survey that students completed prior to the start of the unit, students identified who their favourite fiction character is.  I used this question to gauge if the students enjoy reading and if they remember what they have read.  The overwhelming favourite fictional character was Sherlock Holmes.  Other favourites were Percy Jackson, Harry Potter, and James Bond.  I find it interesting that all of the favourite characters are men and strong, clever men at that.  As a result of this research, I would like to push students to consider non-traditional leading characters in addition to the ones that know will come up in the class.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can explain in some detail how writer’s use language.’
‘I can select evidence and explain different meanings.’
Related to Writing
‘I am confident using different types of sentences.’
‘I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader.’
‘I try to use a wide vocabulary to create different effects.’
(These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will be able to understand some basic concepts in character development.  
Students will be able to identify traits associated with heroes and with villains and to question if these traditional traits must always be present in characters.  Students will use this discussion as the starting point for a comparison of two classic characters.
Students will reflect on the main characters for their stories and decide if they want to make any changes to them based on the contents of this lesson.
Students will share their work online and provide feedback on the work of other students in the class.
The Hook:
Students will be given a piece of scrap paper and asked to work to make a list of as many ‘good’ characters as they can think of and as many ‘bad’ characters that they can think of.  
Students will be asked to tell their partner about their choices.  What makes someone good and what makes someone bad?
Lesson Activities:
1. We will complete the hook activity.
1. We will discuss what makes strong characters.  Do we love the character?  Do we hate the character?  Why?  What are some parts of the characters personality that make that character unique?  
2. Students will be given a tip sheet with ideas for making strong characters which they will glue into their writing notebooks.  They will discuss and summarize these tips with their table partner and we will discuss what we have learned through this tip sheet as a class.
3. Using a Word document with two columns, we will work as a class to identify features of heroes and villains.  I will push students to consider if these traits are always exclusively ‘good’ or ‘bad’ and use this activity to help push the students’ vocabulary levels.  For example, if a student said that a good character is ‘Honest’, I would push them to use words like ‘Trust worthy’.  
One thing that I expect will come up in this section is the idea that a hero is ‘Attractive’ and a villain is ‘Ugly’.  I will ask students if this is always true.  What about a character like Shrek who is not very good looking but is still lovable?  Are audiences will to accept heroes that are not good looking?  Why does society seem to always classify whether someone is good or bad based on what they look like?
4. Students will be asked to compare two characters that they both know from either fiction or film – one hero and one villain using this handout: http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/CharacterMap.pdf.  Students will be asked to draw a horizontal line through the middle of chart and to use the top half to write about a ‘good’ character and the bottom half to write about a ‘bad’ character.   They will identify what these characters have in common and what is different about them.  What makes these characters so memorable?  What is something in their behaviour, appearance, or speaking style that stands out in your mind?
Students will present their findings to the class in their pairs.
5. Students will work in pairs to interview the main character from each of the short stories that they are writing in turns.  One student will ask the other questions and the other student will answer in the voice of their character.  The student asking the questions will write down their partner’s answers.  At the end of the interview, the students will swap sheets so that they each have their characters interview answers.
6. Students will return individually to their own writing books and make notes of any new ideas or changes that they would like to make to their character based on what we have discussed.
7. For homework, students will post a self-introduction of their character in their characters voice on the class Wiki at:
https://dulwichcollegeseoulshortstories.wikispaces.com/
An example of how to do this can be found on the Wiki at the top of the page.  Students will be shown this example in the class.
Closure:
The teacher will recap the tips for making good characters and the class as a whole will discuss what has been learned in the lesson and how this will impact their future writing.
Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-tip sheet for gluing into notebooks about character building
-worksheet to be used to compare two characters
-interview questions for character interview
Individualization:
-Students in need of extra support will be partnered with partners who have demonstrated an ability and a willingness to help other students and who have shown themselves to be high achievers in the unit.
-the teacher will sit with each group to answer any questions and to push students to take their thoughts further and explore the topic in more depth.
-higher level students who finish early will be asked to create a new character – either a super villain or a super hero based on the characteristics we have identified.  This additional work will be presented at the end of the class.












5 Tips for Developing Characters in Fiction
You Can't Handle The Truth! 
1. Don't use real people in their entirety for your fictional characters. It's better to take bits and pieces from different people you have known or known of for your characters. Basing characters solely on a real person could cause hurt feelings or even result in lawsuits from friends, family and acquaintances. 
Ebony And Ivory...
2. In developing fictional characters, remember that very few people, if any, are totally good or evil. We all have good and bad in us. Don't be afraid to show a few warts in your main character, or a little bit of good in the "bad guys." 
Just The Facts, Ma'am 
3. Be descriptive about the personality traits of your fictional characters. It helps the reader to understand the motives and character of your main character in particular if they have a description of the physical characteristics of the fictional character. 
What's In A Name?
4. Pay special attention to the names of your fictional characters. As the saying goes, there is a lot in a name. Having characters named John Smith or something extremely common, for instance is too forgettable. Choose some unusual names, but don't give all your characters a name like Channing Higginbotham or something along those lines. 
Save Us From Ourselves
5. Last, but not least, be careful in developing your main fictional character not to make the person a carbon copy of yourself. It's fine to incorporate yourself up to a point, but if you make the person yourself, you lose all objectivity. Objectivity to me is an important part of writing, as the more objectivity a writer has, the more interesting their writing is to the reader.
If you abide by these 5 tips for developing fictional characters, you just might enjoy your writing more and hopefully transfer that enjoyment to the reader. Enjoy your writing and I hope these tips for developing fictional characters have been helpful! 


Character Interview

Character name:

Character age:

Character ethnicity:

Character gender:

Hobbies:

Favourite foods/drinks:

Favourite Colours:

Habitual Expressions:


Habitual Mannerisms:


Most important thing to know about the character:



What kind of sports does the character like?


What taste in music, art, books, TV?


Best character trait?
:

Worst character trait/ flaw?



Why is this character worth writing about?


Lesson 7: Peer and Teacher Editing and Writing on Computers

Topic: This lesson will be our first class back after a five day holiday.  Students have received instruction on a variety of parts of short story writing and have been tasked with working to complete their first draft over the holiday.  This class will allow time for peer editing, student-teacher check ins, and writing on the laptops.
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites: http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/peer-edit-with-perfection-786.html, http://www.colby.edu/writers.center/peerediting.html, http://www.englishclub.com/writing/edit-peer.htm, http://fictionwriting.about.com/od/crafttechnique/tp/Creative-Writing-Critique-Tips.htm, 
Rationale: This lesson will give students time to work in a productive environment to complete their stories and to receive some feedback on them.  The peer editing process is a very valuable one and being able to give and receive constructive feedback is a valuable life skill that will help students in both school and work.  By giving each student a chance to meet with the teacher, the students will have a chance to go over their ideas and ask for help if needed.  Finally, word processing and typing skills are extremely valuable.  Students typing abilities will be observed and noted for future lessons in IT.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge:  The students in these classes have all had the opportunity to attend classes on hook writing, short story structure, plot structure, and character development.  Now will be their opportunity to utilize all of the new skills that they have gained through the process of this unit.  Students have worked frequently in groups and have given each other some feedback, so their interpersonal skills and feedback giving abilities will be utilized in this lesson.  Finally, all students in the class have demonstrated adequate computer skills to be successful in typing up their stories independently.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can explore how the structure of texts supports the writer’s purpose‘
‘I can evaluate how the writer’s use of language affects the reader’
‘I can usually identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and how it is conveyed’
Related to Writing
‘I use paragraphs to clearly structure my main ideas.’
‘I build up detail in my sentences’
‘I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader’
‘I experiment with a range of different clauses in sentences’
 (These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will be able to discuss their story with one or more peers and receive constructive feedback on their work.
Students will meet individually with a teacher to show how their story is coming along and to ask any questions that they have.
Students will be able to work independently on their stories using the in-class computers.
The Hook: 
Students will be asked to brainstorm some ways of phrasing positive and negative feedback by making a small chart in their student books.
	Positive Comments
	 Comments to Encourage Improvement

	I was impressed with the way that you…
	I think you did a good job with your hook, but it could be more…

	
	

	
	



Lesson Activities:
1: The lesson will begin with the hook activity.  Students will then give some suggestions for phrasing and we will agree as a class upon those which are suitable.  The teacher will encourage specific feedback that refers back to content taught in the unit.  These examples of feedback will be put on the smart board so that students can see them during the second part of the lesson.
2. The teacher will show the students the class Wiki on the smart board where the expectations for the final story will be posted and go over these with the students before they start peer editing and typing their drafts.  Students will be reminded of any work that is missing from the Wiki and any bulletin board postings that have not been submitted to date.  Students will be told that they need to bring in the final draft of their stories in both a printed form and on a flash drive for their next English class.
3. Students will be put into teams of two for peer editing.  We will discuss the value of peer editing and how to go about it.  Students will trade story notebooks and read each other’s stories and write comments and make grammar corrections.
4. Students will log into a laptop at their desks and being typing their stories in a word document.  For students who have already started to type their stories and have them with them on flash drives, they will be told to continue working on their saved stories.  All stories will be saved on the shared drive so that the teacher can access them later in the day and for printing if necessary.
5. As students work to type their stories, they will be called one by one to come sit with the teacher and go over their stories.  The teacher will give feedback and suggest any areas that could be improved and answer any questions that they students may have.  Students whose stories are below the expected level will be given specific feedback for how to improve their stories.  The teacher will take note of any feedback of this nature after the meeting so they the final product can be compared against these notes to see if changes have been made based on the given feedback.
6. As homework, students will be reminded of how important it is that they complete their story before the next class.  Any student who expresses concern about not having time to finish will be reminded that computers are available for use at lunch and break times as well as after school in the library.
Closure:
Students will be reminded of the importance of producing a final copy of their stories before the next class and also reminded that some of the best stories will be read at a future school assembly.  
The teacher will answer any questions about the story writing task and give the students some words of motivation in order to get them excited about finishing their stories and the unit.
Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-Blank table to be used in hook activity
-laptops booked from the IT room in advance
-coloured pens for peer editing
Individualization:
-Stronger students will be paired with weaker students during the peer editing task.
-Students requiring extra support will be the first ones visited during the writing component of the lesson.  If these students are really struggling and it is evident that they may have trouble finishing the story before the next class, possible adaptations will be discussed to the final requirements and the offer will be made of extra help on break times or at lunch.
-It is anticipated that some students will be much further along in the writing of their stories than others.  These students will be reminded about the benefit of revision and of going back and editing.  
-Should students finish early, they will be asked to pair up and do another round of peer editing and discuss their stories together.
Examples of appropriate feedback:
	
Positive Feedback
	Comments to Encourage Improvement

	Your hook is very interesting.
	Your hook could be more interesting.

	I like your use of descriptive language.
	You could have used more descriptive language so I could picture the story more clearly.

	Your characters traits are very interesting/memorable.
	This could be improved by adding more character description.
Your names are too out there.

	Good use of paragraphing.  Your paragraphing is logical/effective.
	You need to have paragraph breaks in your story.

	Your plot structure is effective.
	I was confused by what happened in paragraph four.
You need more rising action.

	Good use of exposition in the beginning.
	I think that your plot had a bit too much happening and that it confused the main story line.

	I liked the unique approach you took to introducing your character.
	This story seems very similar to a story I have read before.  How could you make changes to make it more unique?







Lesson 8: Reflection, Sharing, Feedback

Topic: This lesson will be dedicated to the ending of our short story unit.  Students will be given the opportunity to reflect on what they have learned, discuss what they enjoyed and what they didn’t, and then read and give feedback on each other’s stories.  The class will conclude with general congratulations to all students and advice for their future writing.
For references for this lesson, I used the following sites: http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hme/6_8/graphorg/, http://www.colby.edu/writers.center/peerediting.html, http://www.englishclub.com/writing/edit-peer.htm, http://fictionwriting.about.com/od/crafttechnique/tp/Creative-Writing-Critique-Tips.htm, http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/cluster_web3.pdf
Rationale: This lesson will give students a chance to reflect on what they have studied so far and what they have learned as a result.  Reflecting on past learning and work is an important part of the learning process, and this skill will be one that students will certainly learn in the future.  By having a chance to read the other students’ stories and give feedback, students will be able to see what kind of work their fellow students are producing to help them to see what level they should be at.  This act of comparison to peers will also teach them a useful skill for their future studies and work lives.
Analysis of Prior Knowledge:  The students in these classes have all had the opportunity to attend classes focusing on parts of story writing.  Therefore, they are all in a position of being able to give their peers feedback in a constructive manner.  We have read several short stories as a class, so students will certainly have the ability to read and understand the stories that their classmates have produced and to offer feedback on them.
Identification of Relevant Core Standards: Our school uses the British Curriculum ‘Assessment Focus’ as its basis for reading and writing standards.  This lesson will address the following:
Related to Reading
‘I can identify and being to explain how writers use language.’
‘I can identify the writer’s purpose and viewpoint and how it is conveyed.’
‘I can explore how the structure of texts supports the writers’ purpose.’
Related to Writing
‘I try to use a wide range of vocabulary to create different effects.’
‘I experiment with a range of different clauses in sentences’
‘I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader.’
 (These are based on the expected levels for year seven and eight, thus the words ‘usually’ ‘try’ etc.  When students reach a higher level, these words are not present in the standards)
Student Objectives:
Students will discuss in pairs and as a class what they have studied so far in the class and what they have learned from this.
Students will read and offer feedback on the stories written by their peers.
Students will be able to utilize the vocabulary of story writing that they have learned over the course of the unit.
The Hook:
Students will be asked to create a mind map of what they have learned in the short story writing unit using a graphic organizer.  This activity is intended to help them start to summarize their learning over the unit.  Students will be encouraged to as specific as possible in this activity and to encourage what they have been taught directly (e.g. Story hooks) and what they may have learned as a result of their independent work (e.g.. Time management skills, computing skills). 
This mind map can be found at: http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/cluster_web3.pdf
Lesson Activities:
1: The lesson will begin with the hook activity which will be done on a hand out, glued in student books, and then discussed as a class.
2. Students will talk with their table partner about what they have learned and be asked to identify parts of the unit that they enjoyed, found challenging, and would like to do more of.  
3. Students stories will have been prepared in advanced in reading stations that will include the story placed faced down so that students don’t only sit down to read their friends’ stories, purple pens for editing, a sheet explaining the expectations for what the story will include, a sheet (made in the day 7 class hook activity) offering suggestions for how to phrase feedback, and, finally, a sheet on which to write feedback related to the story.  Students will each be given a sheet for their own note taking about things they like in other people’s stories.  Students will divide up around the class on their own or in pairs to read, edit, and comment on each other’s stories.
4.  Students will be brought back to their original tables and time will be given for them to finish their notes on their co-students stories.

 Closure:
Students will come back together to chat about which stories, hooks, plots, and characters they liked and why.  Students will be congratulated for their hard work on the unit and be reminded that some of these stories and some of the Storybird stories will be chosen for reading in future assemblies and that some students will be asked to visit other classes to read their stories.  Students will be thanked for all of their efforts and be encouraged to continue with their writing, to keep using their writing notebooks, and to use the Wiki as they see fit.  
The teacher will pick up all story copies and attach the peer feedback to them.  These copies will also be read and commented on by the teacher and then handed back in a future lesson.  In addition to this, the teacher will edit and comment on the digital copies that students will have submitted using their flash drives using the ‘Track Changes’ option in Word so that the stories will be kept in both their original and their edited forms for future reference and publication.  
Materials to Prepare in Advance:
-graphic organizer to be used in hook activity
-peer editing phrasing note to be placed with the stories
-coloured pens for peer editing
-peer editing sheet to be placed with the stories
-personal note taking sheet on which to write notes about other stories.
Individualization:
-Stronger students will be paired with weaker students during the graphic organizer and discussion task.
-Students requiring extra support will be visited during the reading section and asked open ended questions to ensure comprehension of the story and of the task at hand.
-Students who have extra time will be asked to read additional stories.
-If several students finish reading early, they will be asked to think of alternative endings for the stories that they have read.




Here are some things to look for and that you can comment on in the stories that you are reading today:
[bookmark: x--a_strong_hook]‍-a strong hook
[bookmark: x--a_logical_plot_that_has_a_climax]‍-a logical plot that has a climax
[bookmark: x--an_interesting_main_character_that_th]‍-an interesting main character that the reader gets to know well
[bookmark: x--length_of_4+_pages_(typed)_(This_is_a]‍-reasonable length

In addition, here are some standards which are used in marking at Dulwich that you should keep in mind to aim to meet when writing:
‍'I can include relevant and imaginative details.'
‍'I establish a clear and consistent viewpoint.'
‍'I know why I am writing and create different features to interest the reader.'
‍'My sentences are clearly organised into paragraphs.'
‍'I use devices within paragraphs to link ideas, e.g. use of pronouns, connectives.'
‍'I build up detail in my sentences.'
‍'I try to use a wide vocabulary to create different effects.'











Title of Story:
Author’s Name:

Positive Comments:








Suggestions for Improvement:






Additional Comments:
Short Stories Unit: Peer Editing and Reading
Name:          
Form:

Stories I liked and why:



Hooks I liked and why:




Characters I liked and why:




Plots that I liked and why:



Additional comments:                     
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