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   Life  in Ancient Kuaua  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Walker 

A Tiwa Pueblo Along the Rio Grande 
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From this drawing, what  can you tell about life in an ancient pueblo? 
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From this drawing, what  can you tell about life in an ancient pueblo? 
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  Coronado Historic Site 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 

Located just west 

of the Rio Grande 

in Bernalillo, NM, 

we are the site of 

an ancient Tiwa 

Pueblo, Kuaua.  

 

Visit us!  New 

Mexico Historic 

Sites are always 

free for children.  Art Courtesy of Betsy James  
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Rio Grande near Kuaua Pueblo 
Photo by Jack Ellis 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Why  did  ancient  people  choose  to  live  here?  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 

Photograph Courtesy of Jack Ellis 
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Rio Grande near Kuaua Pueblo 
Photo by Jack Ellis 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Archaeology! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 

• Archaeology is the science of 

learning about  ancient people 

through excavation and study of 

fossils and artifacts 

• Coronado Historic Site has been 

an archaeological site since the 

1930’s.   

• Our latest archaeological dig, 

Dig Kuaua, is scheduled for June 

2017! 

• Artifacts are things we find that 

have been shaped or made by 

people long ago.  They tell us 

about the story of the people 

who lived here.  
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Rio Grande near Kuaua Pueblo 
Photo by Jack Ellis 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 

Archaeologists  
At Work 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 

Photographs courtesy of Coronado Historic Site 
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      The Painted Kiva 

 

 

 

 

On the kiva walls, 

images were 

uncovered which 

are over 500 

years old! 

 

You have to 

come see them 
for yourself.  

Photograph courtesy of Coronado Historic Site 



    The Pueblos of  

     Tiguex  
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 Tiguex Province – 1541     Source:  Flint, Richard.  No Settlement, No Conquest.  UNM Press, 2008. 
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         Tiguex  Today 

 

 

 

 
Source:  Google Earth   April 2016 
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   Shelter 
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  Pueblo  Homes 

 
 
 

 

Adobe  was 

constructed 

by women & 

girls .  Men 

cut timbers to 

create the 

roof, using 

stone axes. 

Art Courtesy of Betsy James  
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  Inside  
    a Pueblo  Home 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Living  rooms 

faced into the 

plaza.  Back 

rooms were 

used for food 

storage. 

No doors were 

located on 

outside of 

pueblo, for 

protection. 

Drawing courtesy of Coronado Historic Site 
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      Pueblo Farming 

 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Art Courtesy of Betsy James  
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 Art Courtesy of Betsy James 
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The Three Sisters 

 

 

 
 

Corn, beans, 

and squash 

made up  the 

majority of the 

pueblo’s food 

supply.  The 

three plants 

were called 

the three sisters 

because they 

grow together 

and nourish 

one another.  
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   Maize 

 

 

 
 

Corn came to 

the Rio Grande 

Valley over 900 

years ago.  It was 

domesticated by 

the Aztecs in 

Mexico City 

valley.   

 

As ancient 

pueblo corn 

didn’t get much 

water, the ears 

were very tiny! 
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    Our Native  Garden  
  

Photo Courtesy of Jack Ellis 
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   Gathering 
 
 
 
 
 

Native plants like four-winged saltbrush, piñon, 

sunflower seeds, rice grass and many more provided 

food in hard times as well as medicines.  
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   Storage 
 
 
 
 
 

Pottery and baskets made from willow 

branches and reeds were made to store 

and transport food, water, and 

belongings.  
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   Hunting 
 
 
 
 
 

Pueblo people hunted deer, antelope, 

rabbits, elk, buffalo, as well as birds like geese 

and ducks.  Catfish bones are evidence that 

they also fished from the nearby river. 
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  Pueblo Clothes 

 
 
 
 
 

Clothes were woven 

from cotton, turkey 

feathers, and rabbit fur. 

Cotton was farmed & 

used for mantas, kilts 

and sashes.  Weaving 

was done  by the men 

in kivas. 
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   Yucca 
 
 
 
 
 

Yucca was used for a multitude of things. It 

provided food in early summer, fiber for rope 

and weaving, roots used to make soap, and 

even paintbrushes! 
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   Turkeys 
 
 
 
 
 

Domesticated turkeys were 

kept in southwestern pueblos 

over a thousand years ago!  

Used for ceremonies and to 

make blankets, their feathers 

were more important than their 

meat.  
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   Tools 
 
 
 
 
 

Tools were created 

from stone, bone, 

wood,  antlers, shell - 

no metal was used. 

Art Courtesy of Betsy James 
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Art Courtesy of Betsy James 
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      Trade  
     before Columbus 

 
 
 
 

Trade routes existed long before 

Europeans came to America. 

Archaeological evidence is found in   

macaw designs and bones, turquoise,  

pottery from other places, and shells 

from the Pacific Coast or  

Gulf of Mexico. 
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Art Courtesy of Betsy James 
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   Ceremony 
 
 
 
 
 

Southwestern pueblos had 

polytheistic religions.  The intent of 

many ceremonies was to ask for 

rain, good crops & hunting, and 

health. 

•,  
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 Oral Tradition 

 
 
 
 
 

Storytelling was one way 

that children learned 

from their  elders.  

Through the years, 

history was repeated, 

learned, and shared 

with the next generation.  

Even though there was 

no written language, 

pueblo culture has been 

preserved through oral 

tradition to this day.  
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Art Courtesy of Betsy James 
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      Standards – Grade 4 

 
 
 
 
 

   

New Mexico Grade 4 Benchmark  Skills-

Performance Standards 
I-D.1. Describe and explain how historians and archaeologists provide 

information about people in different time periods 

II-C.1.   Explain how geographic factors have influenced people, including 

settlement patterns and population distribution in New Mexico, past and 

present. 

II.C-2   Describe how environments, both natural and man-made, have 

influenced people and events over time, and describe how places change. 

 11.C.3  Understand how visual data (e.g., maps, graphs, diagrams, tables, 

charts) organizes and presents geographic information. 

II-E.2   Describe  how geographic factors influence the location and 

distribution of economic activities. 

II-E.3   Describe types and patterns of  settlements 

.II-E.4  Identify the causes of human migration. 

III-D.1 Explain the difference between rights and responsibilities, why we have 

rules and laws, and the role of citizenship in promoting them. 

 


